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of national revenue, or in other words national organisation
would take the place of capitalistic combination and indi-
vidual effort. If nothing happens to interfere with the
carrying out of her plans, Japan will, in the course of thirty-
years, be in a very strong economic position which will
enable her to become a very powerful competitor in almost
every country in the world, should she determine to continue
the development of her world-commerce, as she is almost
certain to do.

Meantime, the great steps in what may be called national
co-operation, which have been taken by Japan, should be
carefully noted. It will be interesting to watch how far
Japan is destined to convert the old feudalism into the new
collectivism or socialism, or whatever other name we choose
to use, for the economic and social organisation which in
every country in the world in which commerce and industry
have made any progress is rapidly being evolved through the
pressure of forces of which statesmen and politicians take
far too little account. In Japan the movement seems to be
more self-conscious than in the countries of the West.

We cannot conclude our imperfect sketch of the causes of
Japan's success without pointing out the influ-
ence of the conduct of foreign nations as shown
by their accredited representatives.

The Japanese shut up their country and excluded other
nations because their early experience had shown them that
the representatives of those nations were not only selfish and
unjust in their dealings with Japan, but also that they en-
deavoured to interfere in the politics of the country and to a
certain extent bring it under the domination of a Foreign Power.
This action raised their patriotism to the highest pitch, and
accounts for the acts of cruelty and seeming intolerance with
which they are charged. While these are not to be excused,
they can at least be explained, and no one who knows the
Japanese can doubt that they thought that they were driven
to such acts through having to make a choice of evils, and
they chose the less. A great deal of the criticism of the